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MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 

SARS-CoV-2 (COVID 19) Detection by Real Time PCR (RTPCR) – Qualitative 
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Comment: 
A "Detected" result indicates that severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) RNA is present and 

suggests the diagnosis of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). Test result should always be considered in the context 

of patient's clinical history, physical examination, and epidemiologic exposures when making the final diagnosis. 

A "Not detected" result indicates that SARS-CoV-2 is not present in the patient's specimen. However, this result may 

be influenced by the stage of the infection, quality, and type of the specimen collected for testing. Result should be 

correlated with patient’s history and clinical presentation. 

The sensitivity of the assay is dependent on the timing of the specimen collection (in relation to symptom onset), 

quality, and type of the specimen submitted for testing. 

The test is specific for severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), and positive test results do 

not exclude the possibility of concurrent infection with other respiratory viruses. 

Undetected (ie, negative) results do not rule out COVID-19 in patients and should not be used as the sole basis for 

treatment or other patient management decisions.  Result should be correlated with patient's history and clinical 

presentation. 

Note: Assay result should not be interpreted only in the context of other laboratory findings and the total clinical status of patient. 
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TEST RESULT 

SARS-COV-2 (COVID 19) Not Detected 

RdRp GENE                                                                Not Detected 

N GENE Not Detected 

Specimen: Nasopharyngeal  Swab / Oropharyngeal swab 
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